170            MILK: PRODUCTION AND CONTROL
The walls of this room should be treated similarly to those of the weighing
room, while adequate natural and artificial light, an impervious floor with
good drainage, and an adequate supply of clean water are also essential.
The necessary hot water may be obtained from a copper, preferably of the
electrical variety if power is available, or, if a steam boiler is installed, by
blowing steam into a tank of cold water until the required temperature has
been attained. A water heater may also be used for the supply of hot
water if desired. If a solid-fuel copper is used, it is necessary that its furnace
be fed from outside the room, because of dust arising from the fuel.
Separate tanks for hot and cold water should be installed, adjoining which
hardwood or metal draining racks should be provided. The tanks are best
constructed of galvanised iron and fitted with drainage plugs so that they
may be easily emptied after use. Large galvanised baths will be found
satisfactory for the small farmer.
On many farms wooden tubs of suitable size are used for washing purposes.
These should not be tolerated on any account, as, owing to the number of
crevices which they contain and their rough surfaces, proper cleansing
becomes virtually impossible, opportunity being thereby afforded for countless
bacteria to contaminate the utensils. The steam chest should be placed as
near the boiler as possible to economise in piping and prevent heat wastage.
It may be built into the wall to save space, if desired. If placed flush with
the wall, no ledge exists for the accumulation of rubbish.
Boiler Room
It is essential to provide a separate room to house the boiler and fuel,
but as the situation of the boiler house has little bearing upon clean milk
production, always provided that it is fixed outside the dairy buildings
proper, the choice of the situation becomes a matter of cost and expedience
only. If a solid-fuel boiler is installed, adequate provision for fuel storage
should not be overlooked.
For many milk producers, a portable dairy would possess many attrac-
tions, not the least of which is the possibility of its removal should they
leave their present premises. Dairies of this type, constructed of aluminium,
are now obtainable. The units are double-skinned and generally complete
in every detail with the exception of. the floor and services. An asbestos-
tiled roof is provided and the building can be erected with farm labour while
the extension for a boiler room can be supplied if required. Similarly, the
dairy building can be combined with a milking parlour of the same con-
struction.
STERILISATION AND CARE OF UTENSILS
The importance of the proper washing and sterilisation of utensils cannot
be over-emphasised. Moreover, it cannot be too often stated that the use of
the word " proper " in connection with sterilisation implies the employment
of steam or sodium hypochlorite solutions and not merely a casual rinsing
in hot or even tepid water, as so often appears to be the practice. There
is no doubt that milk may be seriously contaminated, in the cowshed by
unsatisfactory milking methods, but such contamination, regrettable though
it may be, is nothing to that which can be caused by the use of improperly
cleansed and sterilised utensils. If milking.is carried out under proper
conditions, it is probable that only a small number of undesirable bacteria
are added to the milk. The results of unsatisfactory cleansing, on the other